
The Sermon on the Mount
From the Gospel of Matthew

When He saw the crowds He went up the hill. There he took his seat, and when his disciples had gathered round
him he began to address them. And this is the teaching he gave:

"How blest are those who know their need of God; the kingdom of Heaven is theirs.
How blest are the sorrowful; they shall find consolation.
How blest are those of a gentle spirit; they shall have the earth for their possession.
How blest are those who hunger and thirst to see right prevail; they shall be satisfied.
How blest are those who show mercy; mercy shall be shown to them.
How blest are those whose hearts are pure; they shall see God.
How blest are the peacemakers; God shall call them his sons.
How blest are those who have suffered persecution for the cause of right; the kingdom of Heaven is theirs....”

  "Do not suppose that I have come to abolish the Law and the prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to complete.
I tell you this: so long as heaven and earth endure, not a letter, not a stroke, will disappear from the Law until all that
must happen has happened. If any man therefore sets aside even the least of the Law's demands, and teaches others to
do the same, he will have the lowest place in the kingdom of Heaven, whereas anyone who keeps the Law, and teaches
others so, will stand high in the kingdom of Heaven....You have learned that they were told, 'An eye for an eye, a tooth
for a tooth.' But what I tell you is this: Do not set yourself against the man who wrongs you. If someone slaps you on
the right cheek, turn and offer him your left. If a man wants to sue you for your shirt, let him have your coat as well. If
a man in authority makes you go one mile, go with him two. Give when you are asked to give; and do not turn your
back on a man who wants to borrow. “

"You have learned that they were told, ‘love your neighbor, hate your enemy.' But what I tell you is this: Love your
enemies and pray for your persecutors; only so can you be children of your heavenly Father, who makes his sun rise on
good and bad alike, and sends the rain on the honest and the dishonest. If you love only those who love you, what
reward can you expect? Surely the tax-gatherers do as much as that. And if you greet only your brothers, what is there
extraordinary about that? Even the heathen do as much. There must be no limit to your goodness, as your heavenly
Father's goodness knows no bounds.”
     "Be careful not to make a show of your religion before men; if you do, no reward awaits you in your Father's house
in heaven. Thus, when you do some act of charity, do not announce it with a flourish of trumpets, as the hypocrites do
in synagogue and in the streets to win admiration from men. I tell you this: they have their reward already. No; when
you do some act of charity, do not let your left hand know what your right is doing; your good deed must be secret, and
your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.”
    "Again, when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; they love to say their prayers standing up in synagogue and at
the street-corners, for everyone to see them. I tell you this: they have their reward already. But when you pray, go into a
room by yourself, shut the door, and pray to your Father who is there in the secret place; and your Father who sees
what is secret will reward you.…”



    "Do not store up for yourselves treasure on earth, where it grows rusty and moth-eaten, and thieves break in to steal
it. Store up treasure in heaven, where there is no moth and no rust to spoil it, no thieves to break in and steal. For where
your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”
    "Pass no judgment, and you will not be judged. For as you judge others, so you will yourselves be judged, and
whatever measure you deal out to others will be dealt back to you. Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your
brother's eye, with never a thought for the great plank in your own?”
    "Is there a man among you who will offer his son a stone when he asks for bread, or a snake when he asks for fish?
~f you, then, bad as you are, know how to give your children what is good for them, how much more will your
heavenly Father give good things to those who ask him! "Always treat others as you would like them to treat you: that
is
the Law and the prophets.
     "Enter by the narrow gate. The gate is wide that leads to perdition, there is plenty of room on the road, a~d many go
that way; but the gate that leads to life is small and the road is narrow, and those who find it are few.
    "Beware of false prophets, men who come to you dressed up as sheep while underneath they are savage wolves. You
will recognize them by the fruits they bear. Can grapes be picked from briars, or figs from thistles? In the same way, a
good tree always yields good fruit, and a poor tree bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, or a poor tree good fruit.
And when a tree does not yield good fruit it is cut down and burnt. That is why I say you will recognize them by their
fruits.
     "Not everyone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord' will enter the kingdom of Heaven, but only those who do the will of my
heavenly Father. When that day comes, many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, cast out
devils in your name, and in your name perform many miracles?' Then I will tell them to their face, I never knew you;
out of my sight, you and your wicked ways." What then of the man who hears these words of mine and acts upon them?
He is like a man who had the sense to build his house on rock. The rain came down, the floods rose, the wind blew, and
beat upon that house; but it did not fall, because its foundations were on rock. But what of the man who hears these
words of mine and does not act upon them? He is like a man who was foolish enough to build his house on sand. The
rain came down, the floods rose, the wind blew, and beat upon that house; down it fell with a great crash."

THINKING CRITICALLY

1.  Identifying Central Issues: What is at least one main purpose of this sermon?

2.  Making Inferences: Jesus concludes with a parable, a story that illustrates a moral or point. What is the point of the
story about houses?

3.  Linking Past and Present: Reread what Jesus says about food, clothing, and treasures on earth. How would
American’s political landscape be different today if they followed this teaching?


